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ABSTRACT: Reverend Hansford Vann has been pastor of the Second Baptist Church for more 
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developments during his tenure, which include growth and change in the congregation; acquiring 

a new building; and developing many programs, including the music ministry. He describes in 

detail some of the major events in the intervening years including the story of how they were able 

to purchase the present building. He talks about the activities of the church and goals for the 

future as they are reflected in his beliefs.  
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[A]. 

 

00:00 (This oral history interview is with the Reverend Hansford F. Vann, pastor of the Second 

Baptist Church which was organized in Boulder 1909. Reverend Vann will share his own 

memories of the church and its history. The interview is part of the Maria Rogers Oral History 

Program from the Carnegie Library for Local History and the Boulder Public Library. We are in 

Reverend Vann’s office in the church, 5300 Baseline in Boulder. It is April 5, 2005. I am Shirley 

Steele.) 

 

(Reverend Vann when did you come to Boulder?) 

 

I came to Boulder in l971. I came here— I was at the Central Baptist Church in Denver, 

Colorado, and the pastor of the church was physically ill and my pastor which was Reverend 

Mayes asked if I would come up and conduct a Sunday service for them and I said that I would 

and it would give me an opportunity to exercise my gift. So I came up, and I met Pastor Hill and I 

had the Sunday service and had a wonderful time with the congregation. The congregation then 

was about 35 people, but they were all strong believers, and they all knew the Lord and it was 

just a blessing to come.  And then I came the next Sunday, and then I told Pastor Hill I’d be glad 

to share with him and to help him and with the service as he was declining with the cancer that 

he had. So it was a few months after that that Reverend Hill passed away and the congregation 

asked if I would stick around and hold the church together until they called a new pastor, and  I 

readily said that I would be just thrilled to do that. So I was here acting as an intern pastor and 

after about a year’s time, in ‘72, they decided to call me as pastor. They had two or three other 

pastors in here to apply for being pastor of the Second Baptist Church. It boiled down to, they 

called and asked me if I would serve as the pastor, and I prayed about it, and I said “Yes, I would 

be more than glad to serve them as pastor.” They held a business meeting, and they voted, and at 



the vote of the church I was voted in as the pastor of the church here.  

 

03:16    From that time I have really been blessed being the pastor of the Second Baptist Church. 

There have been so many things that we were able to serve since I have been pastor here. It 

would be hard to enumerate all of them.  

 

I remember, one of the highlights after I became pastor. I don’t know if it was a highlight or not, 

but one or the football players of the University of Colorado died on the practice field, and they 

asked me if I would do the service. It kind of caught me by surprise. Because I got a call at 2:00 

in the morning, and they asked if I could do a funeral service for them, I think it was that 

Thursday and I thought it was a member of the church and they were saying this was Coach Dan 

Stavely and that one of their football players had died and wanted me to have  the service here 

because he was a member of the University of Colorado football team and had a lot of people. 

That was really not only quite a service and what really sticks in my mind now is that we were 

down on Canyon Street, on 19
th

 and Canyon and we had the service at 11:00 and so I got there 

about 10:00 to make ready for the service. When I got there, the whole football team which is 

about 100 guys and their coaches was lined up across the street in kind of like a military 

formation, all of them standing there. I said “My goodness.” At that time, our church just held 

about 140 people so the football team filled up the church and then all of the people that knew, 

they were outside and just everywhere. That was really something that would be long lasting in 

my memory how we was able to serve them. 

 

05:37    It has been a blessing to be here in Boulder and to share. I have done a lot of things. I 

was on Sheriff Epp's, they had a sting operation going on Highway 36, and he asked if I would 

ride along with him and participate there. 

 

(When would that have been?)  

 

That’s been, let's see, Sheriff Epps, he retired, that’s been about eight or nine years ago. So I rode 

along with him in the Sheriff’s car and found out how efficient our law enforcement is here. 

Because I was in on the whole sting operation, meeting with them down at the police building 

and all their layout and everything that they was going to do and how they were going to do it. I 

found out that crime doesn’t pay. (chuckles) 

 

(Why did he want you to be along?) 

 

Well, I think he wanted me to be along, number one to see how they operated and then he told 

me if there was any roughness or anything like that to kind of be a witness that there was no 

overbearing roughness, you know, in handling the people that they would be coming in contact 

with. And so that was quite an evening, to say the least.  

 

(Something you don’t usually get into.) 

 

No, you don’t really get into that. 

 



07:16    (Do you have any recollection or things that you have heard about the history of the 

church before you came. What was special about this church?) 

 

This church has just been a special church because being in the community that it was in, in the 

days that it was coming up, as Boulder has never truly been overpopulated with black people in 

it. Even now there is a very small percentage of blacks that live here in Boulder. So the church 

was not only a leading church for worship but was a gathering place where the people could 

really come together and worship together and fellowship together. It started out in a home and 

they met down on Pearl Street, way back in the early years and after that they came here under a 

Pastor Washington who built the church at 19
th

 and Canyon. I understand that they tore up an old 

barn in Wyoming and brought the wood down from there to build the church and put together the 

church that was down on Canyon Street. So it served as a meeting place and a place for 

fellowship where blacks could come and communicate with one another. 

 

08:56 (Was there pressure in the community, stresses from the community, how did the church 

fit into the community?) 

 

Well then, like I say, we are 98 years old. The church has, well, I could say, they fit in with the 

community well, just like now we fit into the community well. 

 

(I used the wrong word, I meant accepted, maybe.) 

 

Well. I guess, you know, it’s just like any other town, any other country, they were readily 

accepted in the community. 

 

(Do you know any of the names of the people who were founders?) 

 

Oh yes, the Reeves, the Lingram family. Matter of fact, when I came here, Ms. Reeves was still 

here. She has since then passed on. So that was some of the names of the earlier people that were 

here in the church. 

 

(The families stuck around?) 

 

Yes, the families here, I don’t think there are any of the families from the original  beginners of 

the church that are still living now. 

 

(When you came you said you had 35 people?) 

 

Yes, about 35 people here.  

 

(How many do you have now?) 

  

We’re up to about 400. 

 

10:27    (How have you managed to do that because the population hasn’t grown that much?) 



Well, I don’t know. Nothing that I have done. I believe that the holy spirit and the power of God 

is the one that draws; it’s not man, you know. As the spirit of God draws people, they come to 

worship and to fellowship with one another. 

 

(Maybe you can talk a little bit about the choir.) 

 

Oh, we’ve had tremendous, since I have been here, we have had a tremendous music ministry. 

When I first got here a woman named Ms. Reeves played for us and every now and then Ms. 

Lingram played and they were, you know, kind of elderly and they both could read music and 

play but they did not have the gospel pace that we have now. 

  

(Can you tell me what gospel pace means?) 

 

Well gospel pace, you know, when you hear gospel music you can say kind of upbeat rather than 

the standard hymns, you know. So then we had some people that came to the university up there. 

One of them was a musician and they took over the choir, and they played for the choir, and they 

were excellent musicians and they really had the charisma to play and to move.  And from there 

our choir had just kept on just growing and growing. That’s one thing God has really blessed, is 

our music ministry. When one minister of music leaves, it seems like the Lord sends another with 

the same talent and the same zeal to play.  

 

You know, Boulder is a very transient society. If all the people that have joined our church would 

still be here, we’d have a church probably over a thousand or better. And that’s not saying that 

people are just church hopping. You know, go from one church to another. People who love the 

Lord, who were good workers in the church, who supported the church and helped the church, 

that’s the kind of people that were here and have gone further on. I remember IBM one time, they 

employ quite a few people in the area, and there was one time, there were thirteen families left 

here at once, and that’s quite a lump off of families, not people, but families that left and went 

down to Tucson, Arizona. Some of those people were officers in the church and that took them 

away. Storage Tech, has moved people away, plus other businesses and industry that had people 

who were members of our church that had moved further on. It’s ironic, most of the people that 

have moved away still have a connection with Second Baptist Church. There is something about 

the unity in this church, they still call Second Baptist Church, their church. Matter of fact, there’s 

a number of them that still send their tithes and offering to our church here from other parts of 

the country. 

  

(Amazing) 

 

It is. It's amazing. It’s a unique church, we really have a great fellowship and really enjoy serving 

the Lord. We’ve done tremendous things here. 

 

14:25 When you talk about church history, the fact that we are here in this building now in our 

move from Canyon Street. Its just a miracle, an outstanding miracle. As I said, we had probably 

about 125, 150 people in the church on Canyon and it was just over crowded it. We could only 

seat 120 people upstairs, then down in the basement we could seat probably another 75 people. 



And it used to be if you didn’t get to church on time, we’d put you down in the basement. Then 

we had a PA system that played down there. Then I got a camera and we videoed down stairs. 

But, you know, people were separated and that didn’t work too good. So we prayed about it and 

we decided we needed a new building. We looked at some other churches, and they didn’t pay 

out too well.  

 

So we had our musical; we used to hold our musical at other churches, or facilities because we 

didn’t have the room to hold them, our choirs. One time we used Boulder High School, their 

auditorium. Another time we used the Vineyard's Church, we used them a couple of times and 

then Calvary Baptist, we used theirs because they could seat the people. So we asked, we had a 

musical program, if we could use Boulder Valley Christian Church. They said, “Yes, that would 

be great.” So we used it and it worked out pretty good and I said, “Man, that would be nice if we 

could get a church you know like this.” 

 

Pastor ________ ,who was the pastor there said, “Well, maybe we can do a little something, 

we’re thinking about building.” So, why don’t we get our boards together and talk about it? So 

we talked about purchasing this church. And I’ll never forget, they wanted a million and a half, I 

think for this church. We come together and we met and we said, “Well, we can’t come up with 

that kind of money you know.” So we said, “What can you do?” So their officers and all went in 

to the sanctuary and we stayed into the fellowship hall and you know, talked about it, talked 

about it. So we said we could do about nine hundred thousand or a million dollars, and we made 

that proposal to them and they said, “OK let’s do it.”  

 

So we had to put up $50,000 earnest money, and after that date, I think, we put up $200,000. So 

we had $250,00 earnest money put up that we would buy this church. So we sold our property on 

Canyon Street that we had, our church and we had two other buildings that we owned on Canyon 

Street, for this building here. We had the contract drawn up. The week before we was to close, 

they said that we were $17,000 short. I said, “My goodness, we can’t ask the people for no more 

money because everybody had given and put in all that they had, there was none. I mean, like 

myself, I don’t know where I could have gotten any more money to put, you know into the 

church. One of our officers said , “Well we can just tell the people we are 17,000 dollars short, it 

wasn’t noting we done that was wrong, we thought all our ducks was in a row but that’s the way 

it is.” If we didn’t, we would have lost that money and still been in a school. You know we had 

sold our church.  

 

18:20 And so we prayed about it. I’ll never forget, our male chorus was singing and as they 

sang, Coach McCartney, who was the coach of CU football team walked in and his wife Lindy. 

Well that was not unusual because they would come and worship with us regularly, sometimes. 

And then Pastor Rile, who was the pastor of Vineyard, then he came in with his wife. And I 

said,” That’s strange, they ought to be over there worshiping in his church. And then the doors 

opened and the choir was still singing and people filed in there and they filled up the auditorium 

seats, they filled up the whole aisles of the auditorium and then they come in from the outside up 

the fire escape, filled up the stage and the place was full. And then our choir got through singing 

the song and Coach Mac and Pastor Rile came up to the front and they said, “You know we 

wanted to interrupt your service.” And I said, “You’ve certainly done that.” And then the Lord 



told us to bring this over to you. And what they brought over was a check. And I looked at the 

check and the check was for $20,000. And I said, “Wow.” 

 

(Did it come from individuals?) 

 

It came from their collection they took up that morning. They took up $5,000 in the, I forget 

whether it was the first service, and the second service they took up and they was 300 dollars 

short. He asked the officer, “Can we make it $20,000?” and they said, “Yeah, we think we can.” 

And they gave us a check for $20,000. This was seed money for them for at that time, they were 

building and fixing to build their church where they are now, on Lookout Road. And when I said 

to the church, “There is a check here for $20,000.” I’ll never forget that for the rest of my life. 

The church lifted up a praise that lifted that whole building, cause we had our Sunday School 

worshiping down stairs. The Sunday School and the building was just shaking, and people just 

praising the Lord. It just went on for about ten minutes, praising and worshiping and I never 

experienced anything like that before or afterwards. Matter of fact, we just walked out praising 

God. I never did, that’s the only Sunday I never preached. 

 

20:57    (At that time, what was the size of your congregation?) 

  

At that time, we had a congregation, probably about 175 people.  

  

(That was a lot of money.) 

 

Yeah. That went all over the country, people were telling you know, what had taken place and 

what had transpired, and some people just couldn’t believe it. You know, in this day and in this 

society, you know and that would have been quite a ways back, some people, I don’t believe God 

is a respecter of persons, “Whosoever will, let him come.” But they said,  “Here is a church, 

predominately white giving a black church that much money.” That blew people’s minds. But 

God is good. That was God that orchestrated that. You can’t explain it no other way. No other 

way. He put that $20,000 right here in this hand. 

  

(That’s amazing.) 

 

Yeah! Yeah, and we used that money and closed the deal on this church here and right now we 

don’t owe a nickel on our church. 

 

(Not too many can say that.) 

 

Not too many churches can say that. We don’t owe a nickle on our church. We’ve never taken up 

a second offering. We’ve never had a clothes sale or a food sale. You know a lot of churches use 

all kind of methods to increase their finances but we have never done that. 

 

(When you moved in this church, when was that?) 

 

That has been about eleven years ago. That’s been about eleven years ago and we’ve been 



blessed ever since we’ve been here. We’ve been able to do great things and help a lot of people. 

 

22:59    (Do you have recollections of some of the times when the church was able to step in an 

influence what was happening in Boulder? Hard to nail down because I know its mostly church 

business.) 

 

Well, you know, we’ve helped out in a lot of things. One time I was on the Corrections Board 

and being able to help those who are in trouble find their way and help them get out of the 

dilemmas that they found themselves into. Being able to help the sick or shut ins, you know, 

ministering to them and helping them. Being able to give guidance to teenagers, to young people 

and, hopefully, we can do even more of that. We’re launching out now with a new youth 

program, we hope that really catches a hold because our young people, they really need guidance. 

They really need guidance, and it doesn’t seem that there is any body that really wants to take 

that lead. The one that is guiding them is the wrong guide. They need someone that has their 

welfare at hand and can really guide them. 

 

(Well, you have Sunday school?) 

 

Oh yeah, Sunday school, we’ve got Bible Study groups, now we’ve got our youth group, a strong 

youth group, hopefully it will continue to grow where we can do great things with our young 

people. 

 

(Where do you get your leaders for these groups?) 

 

Well, they come from our church. They come from within our church. We’ve got some 

tremendous people in our church. They come from within our church. 

  

24:59   (I was also wondering where your congregation comes from.) 

 

Well, the congregation, I would say the surrounding areas. Quite a few members here from 

Boulder, quite a few members here from Lafayette, from Louisville, and quite a few members 

from Longmont, and then we have a good little portion that comes from Denver. 

 

(I read some place, something I was reading about the church that in the beginning it was totally 

for black families but now that is not necessarily true.) 

 

No, in the beginning you could call it a black church. Matter of fact, way back yonder when you 

look at life and look at history there's been quite a bit of prejudice, you know, throughout our 

country. Not only throughout our country but I know incidents  right here in Boulder where there 

was strong prejudices. We here in Boulder have overcome a lot of the things that have happened 

in times past. But we’re not, you can’t call us a predominately black church now, we, the Word 

says, “The Lord says whosoever will, let him come.” I haven’t read yet in the scriptures that says 

“white only,” or “black only.” Its all men. Christ died for all of us, yes indeed.  

 

(That’s how it works out in your church.) 



That's the way it should work. And not only in our church but in all churches. The Word says 

Christ died for all. Now all, to me, means all. The Word says, “God is no respecter of persons.” 

So if the word of God says that he is no respecter of persons how should we discriminate against 

one another? If God does not discriminate. 

  

(I guess there is also a comfort level, too, people feel comfortable.) 

 

Yeah, to me comfortable is to look at my fellow man just like I look at myself. That is what 

comfortable is to me, you know.  Let nobody deem himself better than others. All of us have 

talents, all of us have gifts. 

  

27:36     (To change the subject a little bit, I want to go back to the choir and ask about your 

Christmas performance.) 

 

The choir has been performing, I’ve been here thirty-one years and the last twenty years they 

really have performed. We call it a community choir and it really performs magnificently. Not 

only our Community Choir but we have a male chorus that has won two national titles from the 

National Baptist Convention that’s with all the male (choruses). They are really good and they 

are really in demand. People really love to hear them and they just rejoice in their singing.  We 

have a young peoples’ choir we call Shekinah Glory and we, they’re good, they’re from 13 to 21 

and they really sing and we have a little choir we call Angels Without Wings. That’s the little 

tikes, 5 years old up until 13. But they all sing and they all have good musicians and they really 

bless us. They really bless us. I can almost think about Saul, when he used to be down and he 

would call for David, and David used to play on his harp and lift him up, well our choir will lift 

you up. They’re really great. 

 

(I imagine they have __________.) 

 

Yes, they do. 

 

(We’ll take a little break right now.)  

 

O.K. 

 

(We were talking a little bit about how the church supports itself now and maybe you could be 

more definite.) 

 

Yes. I can just be plain. As I said before, we support ourselves by tithes and offerings. When you 

hear that word, tithes, and offerings—when you hear the word tithe, and we have a number of 

people who tithe here at our church. That’s giving ten percent of your income. Giving ten percent 

of your income. And then people all the time talk about, well, “Ten percent after the gross or 

before the gross?” Well, no, your check is four thousand dollars, you give four hundred dollars. 

That’s ten percent. So ten percent of your income, that’s one. And that’s tithes and then offering 

is what you want to put in. That’s tithes and offering we call it.  Matter of fact, I have found that 

in myself and many others, you can’t beat God giving. The more you give, the more God will 



bless you with and give back to you. I have found that in my own life and the lives of many other 

people. We never beg for money, we never badger for money, we just take up an offering. We 

never make no big hue, big demand like you hear some churches, beg for money, we never do 

anything like that. We just say, “Its offering time now. Ushers, pick up the offering.” 

 

31:02   (You’re located here in Boulder and you have been here for awhile and I’m wondering 

what you think of Boulder in terms of the belief system.) 

 

Well, number one, when you talk about that Boulder, as I heard when I first came up here, they 

said, it is a cult capital. More cults in religious beliefs that go around here in Boulder than a lot of 

places in the country, that are the size of Boulder. You know, devil worshipers, you got all kind 

of people that worship all kind of things, and it's, to me it’s a tragedy because I believe that there 

is one God and He is the one that we serve. Boulder, you have many atheists here, many people 

who don’t worship here, they just do themselves, they just do their own thing. You look around 

Boulder, they do their own thing. Boulder is, I can almost call, drug infested. There are a lot of 

drug problems here in Boulder, they kind of sweep it under the rug, so people don’t see it. But 

there's a lot of drug problems here in Boulder County. You can look at the drug problems that 

you have in schools. Young people, kids. 

 

(When you came here in the beginning, how was it then?) 

 

Same then. Yes indeed. When I came here drugs were just about the same. They were offering 

LSD, mushrooms, and all, at that time, marijuana, you know marijuana, its not only here in 

Boulder, everywhere you go, lets get high. 

 

(Can you think of some pluses for Boulder?) 

 

Yeah, pluses. Wherever you go, you can find something that’s good about it. If you choose to go 

to that that is good. You make up your own mind to do what you want to do and what you’re 

going to do. You know. I could go out and do anything, but I choose to do what is right. And 

that’s if I was living in New York, or I was living in Wyoming, or whatever. You choose, you 

make a choice. You make a choice. 

 

I think about Joshua when he called all the people together at the end of his life. He said, “You 

choose you this day whom you will serve. You can serve the God your fathers served.” 

Beforehand they worshiped Baal, they was marrying, giving in marriage, they were doing all 

kind of things. You can serve that, doing that. And then he said, “As for me and my house, we’re 

going to serve the Lord.” Well, I say that to anybody here in Boulder or anywhere. As for me and 

my house, we’re going to serve the Lord. You serve whomever you serve. 

 

34:23    (Do you see the people in the city of Boulder or Boulder County, having made progress 

since you came in ‘72?) 

 

I see the same things that I see in ‘72, I see here now. You can find them if you look for them and 

you don’t have to look hard. 



 

34:46     (What are the goals you have for your church, the Second Baptist Church?) 

 

The goal that I have, is that it will continue to grow, it will continue to help our society, to help 

the people that need help, you know as the Scripture says in Luke 4, and it is also found in Isaiah 

61, “Bind up the broken hearted, deliver those that are held in captivity, feed the poor.” You 

know, to help the indigent, to be a help, to be a blessing, that’s what I want Second Baptist 

Church to be. A blessing to those that are around us.  

 

(Well you put it very well. I want to thank you for sharing your recollections and also sharing 

your observations and your recommendations.) 

 

Well it’s beautiful. You know, if you think about it, if we could come together on one accord, 

what a sweet place Boulder would be. What a sweet place the world would be. If we would love 

one another as Christ loved us. 

  

(Comes down to basics.) 

 

Mmm-hmm. Mmm-hmm. 

 

(Thank you very much.)  

  

You’re welcome. 

 

36:15 (End of interview.) 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


